
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
ANDREA BARTZ, ANDREA BARTZ, INC., 
CHARLES GRAEBER, KIRK WALLACE 
JOHNSON, and MJ + KJ, INC., individually 
and on behalf of others similarly situated, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
  
v. 
 
ANTHROPIC PBC, 
 
 Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.: 3:24-cv-05417-WHA 
 
DECLARATION OF COWAN, DEBAETS, 
ABRAHAMS & SHEPPARD LLP IN 
SUPPORT OF PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS SETTLEMENT 

 

I, NANCY E. WOLFF, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am a partner with the law firm Cowan, DeBaets, Abrahams & Sheppard LLP 

(“CDAS”) and serve as additional counsel in the above-captioned class action.  I am a member in 

good standing of the bar of the states of California, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. I 

make these statements based on personal knowledge and would so testify if called as a witness. 

2. CDAS has served as additional counsel in this case from the beginning (see Dkt. 

No. 1 at 20), advising the appointed Class Counsel firms on copyright law at all stages of the case, 

including reviewing certain pleadings, assisting with defensive discovery responses, addressing 

relevant copyright law issues, and gathering information and communication related to the Plan of 
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Distribution. CDAS submits this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Settlement. Dkt. No. 363.  

3. In connection with the settlement Plan of Distribution, specifically, we were asked 

by Class Counsel to serve as Authors’ Counsel.  At the same time, Class Counsel requested that 

additional counsel join the case to serve as Publishers’ Counsel.  In our additional role as Authors’ 

Counsel, we provided specific work directly on the Class List; on the Plan of Distribution, Claim 

Form, and Class Notice; and with stakeholders on the Class List, including soliciting input from 

these stakeholders. 

4. In our additional role as Authors’ Counsel, we were also involved in advising and 

assisting Class Counsel with the compilation of the Works List, including by improving the 

methods by which works were assessed for satisfaction of the class criteria. In particular, we 

assisted Class Counsel with developing a method to ensure that works published immediately prior 

to the introduction of ISBNs and the full digitization of copyright records—i.e. from the 1964-

1977 period—were included on the Works List despite the significant challenges associated with 

their inclusion (e.g. the fragmentary nature of the records regarding these works).  

5. We additionally advised and aided Class Counsel in determining which renewal 

registrations satisfied the class criteria.  

6. Because much of this work involved manual review and because of the specialized 

nature of these reviews, we assigned CDAS attorneys and staff members to work under Class 

Counsel’s supervision. As a result of our efforts, Class Counsel was able to verify tens of thousands 

of additional works for inclusion on the Works List. 

7. With respect to notice, author group stakeholders facilitated the connection of Class 

Counsel to author groups and to the major literary agencies.  
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8. We reviewed all versions the proposed Plan of Distribution, Claim Form, and Class 

Notice, as well as all other information, for compliance with relevant copyright laws.  We also 

focused on ensuring that each document described the Settlement—and the requirements to submit 

a claim, opt out, or object—in a way that would be familiar and understandable to both authors 

and publishers.  We aimed to ensure the highest possible understanding of the Settlement, so that 

class members could make informed decisions about the Settlement. 

9. And finally, above all else, we endeavored to ensure that all terms of the Settlement 

including the Plan of Distribution, Claim Form, and Class Notice, are fair adequate and reasonable 

for authors in the Class. 

 I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that 

the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and recollection.  

Executed in New York, NY on September 22, 2025. 

  /s/ Nancy E. Wolff 
 Nancy E. Wolff 
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